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the bell system dominated telecommunications in the united states and canada for most of the twentieth century but its monopoly was not inevitable in the decades
around 1900 ordinary citizens farmers doctors small town entrepreneurs established tens of thousands of independent telephone systems stringing their own wires
to bring this new technology to the people managed by opportunists and idealists alike these small businesses were motivated not only by profit but also by the
promise of open communication as a weapon against monopoly capital and for protection of regional autonomy as the bell empire grew independents fought fiercely
to retain control of their local networks and companies a struggle with an emerging corporate giant that has been almost entirely forgotten the people s network
reconstructs the story of the telephone s contentious beginnings exploring the interplay of political economy business strategy and social practice in the creation of
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modern north american telecommunications drawing from government documents in the united states and canada independent telephone journals and publications
and the archives of regional bell operating companies and their rivals robert macdougall locates the national debates over the meaning use and organization of the
telephone industry as a turning point in the history of information networks the competing businesses represented dueling political philosophies regional versus
national identity and local versus centralized power although independent telephone companies did not win their fight with big business they fundamentally
changed the way telecommunications were conceived

on the 250th anniversary of the declaration of independence law professor legal analyst and bestselling author of the indispensable right jonathan turley explores
how the unique origins of american democracy set it apart from other revolutions whether it can survive and thrive in the 21st century and how the unfinished story
of the revolution will play out in a rapidly changing world this is a book about revolutions most countries are the progeny of revolution at the birth of this nation the
founding fathers faced the quintessential question of self governance how do you keep democracy from devolving into violent anarchy or brutal despotism drawing
on little known facts from the founding jonathan turley reveals how the united states escaped the cycles of violence and instability that plagued other democratic
movements from ancient athens to 19th century france as the nation approaches a new era marked by artificial intelligence robotics and profound economic shifts
america must again withstand the pressure of radical forces that seek to curtail our natural liberties under the guise of popular reform in this crisis of faith many
politicians and pundits are questioning the very principles of american democracy and some law professors are even calling for scrapping the constitution
synthesizing sources from history to philosophy to the arts turley offers a hopeful account of how the lessons of the past can guide us through today s crisis of faith
in democracy and see us into the future he notes from redcoats to robots our challenges have changed yet we have remained our greatest danger is not forgetting
the history detailed in this book but forgetting who we were in that history
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